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The opinion of the people constitutionally given at the polling
booths is far more valuable than the excitement forced on by
noisy demagogues.
The Queen is glad to observe Mr. Gladstone's assurance that
the Members of the Government will not promote or support any
such agitation,
1071   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. July 10. 1884.
Mr. Gladstone humbly thanks Your Majesty for the letters he
has just had the honour to receive and for Your Majesty's sanction
to the plans advised by the Cabinet.
Mr. Gladstone trusts that Your Majesty found no obscurity in
the closing paragraph of his letter of yesterday, in which he
stated his belief that the Ministers would not take the initiative
in promoting the public discussions which they think likely to
take place, and that where they might be under special calls to
declare their sentiments they would endeavour to avoid stirring
controversy at the present juncture on organic questions.
1072                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                     WINDSOR, xxth July. 1884.
Sir C. Dilke1 has already begun to attack Peers. You told me in
the winter that he and Mr. Chamberlain8 must be told to be
prudent in their language out of Parliament for the future. If you
wish for future conciliation, threats and abuse of the House of
Lords must not proceed from members of the Government.
1073  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 513-14.)
10, DOWNING STREET, xxth July. 1884.
Mr. Gladstone has the honour to acknowledge with his humble
duty Your Majesty's ciphered telegram, in which it is stated that
Sir Charles Dilke has already begun to attack the Peers.
Sir C. Dilke stated to the Cabinet that he was engaged to speak
on Wednesday to his constituents ; and from this engagement he
could not properly withdraw.
1 Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs.         * President of the Board of Trade.